
N e w s  
April 2021 

Cultivating believers, 
disciples, and servants to 

transform  
our community and 
world for Christ. 

Please Remember to wear a 
mask when in our facilities. 

Pastoral Resident 

The Community Church has successfully launched our first pastoral resident! Be-
low is her letter of thanks and closing remarks. We wish Pastor Emily good luck. 

Tim and Rev. Ingrid Schalk of Shepherd of 

Lake Lutheran Church with Pastor Emily 

Council Chair, Shauna Oden with Pastor 

Emily 

 Pastor Emily 

Dear Church Family, 

In August of 2019, when I began as the Pastoral Resident, I never imagined that I would 

have the experiences that I have over these last 19 months. Together we have been able 

to launch a Pastoral Residency program and along the way, we have all learned what that 

means. 

There are not enough words to express just how grateful I am to this congregation. You 

have shown constant support to me, in emails, after services, and whenever we have met 

during the in-between times.  

During my time here, I have been able to celebrate and mourn with you, I have been a 

part of funerals, wedding vow renewals, and all the little celebrations. I have lit candles at 

Advent, handed out a few spaghetti dinners, and been in countless meetings. And through 

all the learning there has been one aspect that has always been there. This is a place 

where you care deeply, not only about the things going on in your own lives, but about 

this community, and about this church.  

I have seen it in so many ways, but I have seen it most while we navigate what it means to 

be in a global pandemic. You have made phone calls, written cards and emails. You have 

shown your love to the staff, myself included.  

It is one of the many reasons why I will miss this place. But I am excited for the future and 

what it will bring. I have officially accepted the call the be the Minister to Children and 

Families at Westwood Baptist Church in Springfield, VA. As I leave, I leave knowing that 

you have taught me many lessons and equipped me with the tools I need to be a success-

ful minister in the future. My last day will be Sunday, March 21st.  

I will leave you with this blessing, “May the road rise to meet you; may the wind be at 

your back. May the sun shine warm upon your face and the rain fall softly on your fields. 

Until we meet again may God hold you in the hollow of His hand.”  

With an incredibly grateful heart,  



Church Calendar 

As the activities in our church increase our calendar 
often changes weekly. Members may now see an up 

to date calendar at our church website: 
tellicochurch.com/events 

KITCHEN NEWS 
 

Hi Everyone, 
 

The Kitchen Ministry has been blessed. Two 
gentlemen have volunteered to help cook the 
additional chickens for our Spaghetti Supper. 
Thank You! It is greatly appreciated. Now, here 

comes another request for help with the Spaghetti Supper. Volun-
teers are needed to help wash pots and pans after the dinner. 
Again, it would only be January thru May and September thru 
November. Please call me for more details if you are interested in 
helping. Thank you. Another big THANK YOU goes out to all the 
volunteers who helped at the March Spaghetti Supper. There 
were 147 people served. You all are a great group of volunteers! I 
am very blessed to work with all of you. Thanks again. The April 
Spaghetti Supper will be on April 15th and will be a drive thru 
take out. 
 

Blessings, 
Your Krazy Kitchen Coordinator 
Nadine 

RESERVATIONS: Brunch and bus are full. You may make 
your reservations at tellicochurch.com/women for the 
Labyrinth Walk and we will contact you if there is a can-
cellation for the brunch.  

DEADLINE: Reservations must be made by Monday, April 
5,2021. 

QUESTIONS: Contact the church office at 865-458-1516. 

DIRECTIONS: All directions will be available at our 
meeting location before we leave the church on April 8, 
2021 at 9:45 AM. 

MASKS ARE REQUIRED! 

Medical Closet Ministry 

Our short term loan of medical 
equipment is located in the Burke 
office building and available to 
sign out. Walkers, wheelchairs, 
shower chairs and several other 

medical items are available. Please call or email the 
church office at 865-458-1516 or mail@tellicochurch.org 
to make arrangements for pick up or drop off of medical 
equipment. 

http://www.tellicochurch.com/events


Ministry Partner Spotlight 
 
I recently had the pleasure of an “all access” tour of The Good Shepherd Center in 
Madisonville. Tina Smith, Executive Director and sole employee greeted me and 
shared the story of this important ministry. “The mission of The Good Shepherd 
Center is to help people living in Monroe County that are in need. Our clients can 
be classified as the working poor, people on disability, or those in a crisis situation. 
The focus is to provide life’s basic needs of food, clothing and utilities.” 
 

The Good Shepherd Center currently:  

• Provides food to an average of over 1,700 people per month.  

• Issues approximately 30,000 pounds of food per month.  

• Distributes personal care products and diapers as requested.  

• Furnishes 5 articles of clothing to each person per household per month.  

• Allows selection of 5 miscellaneous items per month, such as shoes, bedding, dishes, toys, etc. 

• Provides transportation via ETHRA for medical appointments. 

• Assists with emergency housing for fire victims.  

• Through partnerships with area utilities companies, we are able to offer $50 vouchers per year per family for 
utility payments. 

• Provides a layette set for each newborn baby. 

• Provides “kid friendly foods” during school breaks. 

• Partners with individuals for Christmas in July program to provide a new outfit of clothing for over 300 chil-
dren to start school. 

• Provides holiday foods during the months of November and December. 

• Furnishes blankets, fans, heaters, and canning supplies through grant funds. 

Our congregation supports the Good Shepherd Center  through our church budget, endowment grants, yearly food drives, and 
Thanksgiving baskets. They are open four days a week and rely on Director Smith and 8-10 volunteers each day. Please contact 
them if you would like to volunteer. The Center is located at 5150 Hwy 411 South, Madisonville, TN 37354. (423) 420-8888  
website:  gscenter@att.net 
Special thanks to CCTV member and Good Shepherd volunteer Ken Thoreson for arranging my visit and sharing in the tour. 
 

Chuck Martin, Missions Team Leader 

mailto:gscenter@att.net


Cellphones 
Eyeglasses 
Hearing Aids 
Ink Cartridges 
Pill Bottles  ORANGE & BLUE,  
   (clean, with labels removed) 

Plastic Caps and Lids 
Postage Stamps- canceled (leave 1/4” edge) 
Pull Tabs 
Toiletry Items (new/any size) 
Complete list available at the church website. 

Care and Share Ongoing Collections 

Helping Hands with Hygiene Program through the Family Resource Center for Loudon County Schools. New items include: 
body wash, bar soap, shampoo and conditioner (or combined), deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, bath scrubbies, skin 
lotion, hair styling products. 

Your help would be appreciated in the following ways: 

• Please put your items in the appropriate basket. They are all labeled. There are 2 larger plastic bins in the open 
bin of the Wishing Well. The one on the courtyard side is for the medicine bottles. The one on the sanctuary side 
is for caps and lids. 

• Please only donate the items that are requested. 

*There are some 3x5 cards in a stand on the top of the Wishing Well that list all of the collections on one side and 
the specifics for the cap and lid collection on the other side. Feel free to take one home with you as a reminder 
of what is acceptable.  

*Medicine bottles: Only the orange and blue colored bottles with lids on them are being collected. 

• If you bring your items to church in a bag, please sort the items and place them in the appropriate basket. 

• Please only donate the items that are requested. NOTE: We no longer collect the Boxtops for Education or 
Campbell's labels/proofs. 

• For those people who pick up the donated items for one of the agencies, please try to clear out the basket(s) on 
a regular basis. If you are unable to do so, please ask someone to do it in your place. 

Thank you for your assistance in making this project run smoothly. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
2020 was a year to never forget! And to anyone who has been sick or is now ailing, there are several lovely Prayer Shawls 
available to help give comfort. 
 

The process is simple: Come to the church Puckett Building and choose any shawl that catches your eye. We only need you 
to PRINT the name of the recipient along with the date and your name. The shawls have been blessed and have cards 
attached that explain our Ministry and are appropriate for you to add your own message. 
 

June 20, 2021 has been designated as Prayer Shawl Sunday. Prayer shawls will be displayed in the narthex area where people 
can pick out what they need. 

CCTV Crafters 

Community Church Crafters are meeting again in the Fellowship Hall, Monday mornings from 9:30--11:30. We provide a friendly 
setting for crafts and fellowship. Everyone is welcome, regardless of church affiliation. We work on activities such as sewing, 
painting, stenciling mailbox covers, making cards and bridge tallies, and creating jewelry. Items we make are sold at our Spring 
and Fall Sales. The Crafters have given away more than $600,000 through annual scholarships, organizations, church missions, 
and charitable organizations serving the needs of Loudon and Monroe counties. This year, because of Covid, the Crafters will 
have only the Fall Sale. 
 

Come join us this Monday. We will gladly show you around and explain our activities. 
 

The Floral Group would like donations of Christmas & Fall containers, evergreen & grapevine wreaths, tabletop Christmas trees, 
wired ribbon (all seasons), and artificial flowers (all seasons). Thank you. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+free+wishing+well&view=detailv2&&id=D6FDC5EBA0AEF1952DF70B23B465D5D8AAB6DC69&selectedIndex=9&ccid=XyQlU8hF&simid=608043056412035757&thid=OIP.M5f242553c845c6b9e29936aed476a936H0


INFORMATION MEETING! 
 
Has God been tugging at your heart? 
Have you been turning a deaf ear to His 
request? Our church will be recruiting 
members for a new Stephen Minister 
Training Class beginning this Septem-
ber. Please pray about it and follow 
your heart. Attend an information night 
on June 10th. You will be glad you did. 

  

For more information, call Carolyn Page 
(865-414-5559) or Jan Elliott (865-458-
3604). 

Easter Blessings 
 
Your Stephen Ministers have been thinking and praying for 
the members of our congregation. We understand that the 
last year has been challenging for many of you. Loneliness, 
isolation, anxiety, loss of friends and family members and 

stress related to the pandemic has taken its toll on many of you. You are in our 
daily thoughts and prayers. 
 

We know that this Easter season, as it was the first Easter, there is hope. Jesus 
rising from the grave gave all of us hope that nothing can separate us from 
God. We wish you Easter Blessings and remember we are there for you wheth-
er you ask for us or not. We are just a phone call away if you need us.  
 

Pastors, Steve, Devin & Jennifer 
Leaders, Jan & Carolyn 
Stephen Ministers, Barbara, Lou, Peggy, Suzanne, Mary, Diane, Kay, Lynne, Ma-
vis, Marilyn, Tom, Lyn, Louise, Carol, Marian, Joe, Sally, Trish, Lori and Jeannine  

Finance Team 
 

The first day of each week, a group of dedicated 
volunteers report to the Puckett Building at 9:00 
am. These volunteers are referred to as The 
Counters, as their task is to count the cash and 
checks that have been collected during the 
week. 
 

A well-established set of procedures guides 
their work. A commitment to the confidentiality 
and safety when handling of these financial gifts 
is paramount. They are a trusted and deeply 
appreciated group. 

Pastor Brown’s Bookshelf 
 
This past month I read heavier non-fiction books and am grateful for all I’ve learned! The first book 
I completed is Growing Young: 6 Essential Strategies to Help Young People Discover and Love Your 
Church by Kara Powell, Jake Mulder, and Brad Griffin. Now, you might ask why I would read such a 
book while ministering smack in the middle of a retirement community! However, I found it help-
ful as many of the principals apply across the board. Most people think what draws new members 

to a church is the “right” type of worship service or better programming. But research shows a church’s warmth, meaning 
hospitality and welcome, matters more. This is exciting to me because I know it is something our church already does well! 
 

I was deeply challenged by Jamar Tisby’s book, The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the American Church’s Complicity 
in Racism. You can tell by the title it was not a light read but the material was easily accessible. I learned parts of history 
which were not covered in my high school and gained a fuller understanding of how churches came to be segregated. I agree 
with Tisby’s desire to create a unified church which truly reflects what heaven will look like. 
 

Happy Reading! 
Pastor Jennifer 



Thank You to Our Retired Team Leaders 
 

Community church is congregation led. While we are blessed with a wonderful church staff, we rely on the gifts of time and 
talents from our members to lead our teams and guide our church. Our volunteers make our ministries vibrant and live 
changing! 
 

After serving several years as a volunteer on the Ministry Partnership Team, Brock Benn assumed the leadership position.  
During his 3-year tenure, Brock implemented a new process by which ministry partners annually complete an application for 
funding consideration. These applications are reviewed by the team and financial support is given based on the information 
provided. This new process ensures that our church remains a good steward of the money God has given us. 
 

In 2018 Joe Tedesco accepted the position of Vice Chair of the Council. In that capacity, he anticipated providing leadership 
of the Human Resources Team as well as assisting and supporting the Chair of the Council. His responsibilities quickly 
changed and for two years Joe ably served as both Chair of the Council and Human Resources Team leader. During his last 
year as Chair of the Council, Joe was able to focus solely on the chair responsibilities while Vice Chair, Shauna Oden, as-
sumed the Human Resource Team leader duties. 
 

At the final meeting as Chair of the Council, Joe tearfully thanked the Council members, pastors and staff for their service 
and support during his tenure. There is an understanding among former council chairs that events in the life of the church 
are greatly affected by outside forces. Joe may long remember in his final months as Chair leading the Council and the con-
gregation through significant changes in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Thank you, Scott Duncan for leading the Community World Engagement Team before it folded into the Mission Team. We 
also thank Bob Schaefer and Lowell Studebaker who completed their terms as trustees, Marv Hennen and Don Klein for their 
service as columbarium trustees and Howard Higby, Marlene Lash and Kathy Kutschera for serving on the nominating team. 
 

To all of you, we say thank you for your gifts of service and leadership! 



More About Our Church 

General Information 

Worship Services at 9:00 & 10:15. Childcare is provided for both services. The 10:15 worship service is streaming live every Sunday! 
Visit our website to watch Sunday’s service live. This allows you to worship with us no matter where you are! 

Want to Explore Membership? Please call the church office for details if you are interested. You may inquire about membership and 
other spiritual matters.  

Televised services are available on YouTube. Find the link at www.tellicochurch.com.  

Find us on Facebook:  facebook.com/tellicochurch 

Pastoral Care:  Please contact the church office for you pastoral care needs. 

130 Chota Center, Loudon, TN  37774 
General email – mail@tellicochurch.org  
Website – tellicochurch.com  
Facebook – facebook.com/tellicochurch 
Phone – 865.458.1516  

Please help us stay current! 
If you have changed your address, phone number, or email 
address and have not yet notified the church office, we 
request that you do so. Thank You! 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Every Monday at 7 p.m., lower CLC 
Women every Friday at 11:30 a.m., lower CLC 

Al-Anon 
United Methodist Church—Loudon 
Every Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
865.458.0755 

Caregiver’s Support Group 
2nd & 4th Tuesday of month at 1 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Lynne MacConnell - 865.657.9988 

Grief Support Group 
Bob Kryter or Marce Strickland - 865.458.8038  

Guy to Guy 
Chuck Hitch - 865.408.2531 

Hospitalization Support 
Call the church office - 865.458.1516 

Parkinson’s Support Group 
1st Thursday of month at 2 p.m., lower CLC. 
Marian Smith - 865.408.1390 

Pastoral Counseling 
Pastor Steve Prevatte - 865.458.1516 

Prayer Chain 
Jan Elliott - 865.458.3604 or jjelliott1923@gmail.com 

Prayer Shawls—Knitters & Crocheters 
Presently not meeting. 
Jan Martin - 865.458.0755 

Stephen Ministry 
Jan - 865.458.3604 / Carolyn - 865.414.5559 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Presently not meeting. 
Call the church office - 865.458.1516 

*Please remember to wear a mask and maintain 6’ social distancing. For further information contact the support person listed. 

Staff 
Senior Pastor Steve Prevatte  
Pastor of Connections Devin Phillips 
Pastor of Worship and Music John Orr 
Associate Pastor Jennifer Brown 
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Martin C. Singley, III 
Office Manager Pat Ouderkirk 
Director of Media Ministries Mark Powell 
Financial Assistant Cathy Bradley 
Receptionist/Secretary Candy Smith 
Facilities Manager Jeff McDaniel 
Kitchen Coordinator Nadine Mazienis 
Child Care Cynthia McMahan, Brittany Thompson 

Spiritual Support* 

Church Office is open Monday-Thursday, 9-4 and 
Friday, 9-noon. Office Closed on April 5, 2021. 
 

Stay up to date,  
LIKE us on Facebook:  facebook.com/tellicochurch 
Need Prayer? Go to tellicochurch.com/prayer 
Give online at tellicochurch.com/give  

http://www.facebook.com/tellicochurch

