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Hello church family. It has been so good to be back in worship with many of you since being 
gone for my Sabbatical. Thank you to everyone who prayed for my family while we were gone. 
While I was unsure of what my time away would entail at the beginning, I can say now that it 
will most likely stand as one of the more formative times of my life.  
 
Statistics show that half of pastors leave the ministry at or around 5 years due to burn out. 
Honestly, going in I didn’t know how close I was to joining that statistic. Over the summer I re-
alized how worn down I was and how that affected my relationships, my calling, and my own 
spiritual walk.  

 
I am so grateful that, just as God promised to breathe life into Israel in Ezekiel 37, He too breathed new life into my soul. 
While the sightseeing and travel was fun. I walked away with a renewed faith, ready and eager to continue shepherding you. 
Thank you again for your encouragement and please continue to pray for me as I continue to get settled back in here. 

 
Pastor Devin 

Community Groups 
 

Are you looking for a place to connect with others and grow in your faith? Join a Community Group! Community Groups 
are groups of about 12 people (some couples and some singles) who gather in homes throughout the week. Groups meet 
to fellowship and have fun, study the Bible, and do service projects together. Whether you’re new to the community or 
have deep roots, a Community Group is a safe place to find relationships within the church community and make the big 
church feel small. Go to tellicochurch.com/groups to sign up or request more information!  
 

Remember, starting Sunday, 

September 12 our second 

service will begin at 10:30 

http://tellicochurch.com/groups


WELCOME WEEK EVENTS 

Sunday Services on September 12 are at 9:00 in 
the Founder’s Chapel and NEW TIME of 10:30 in 
the Sanctuary. 
 

Adult Sunday School starting September 12 during 
both services in Room 1A. The class will be study-
ing Luke Upside-Down Kingdom. 
 

Ministry Fair on September 12 immediately follow-
ing each of the services in the narthex. Come find 
out about all the different ministries in our church. 
 

Ice Cream Social on September 12 from 5:00 to 
7:00 outside the front entrance. Ice cream will be 
provided by Tic Toc. 
 

Southern Raised concert at 7:00 on September 12. 
Tickets ($10) are now on sale at the church office.  
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry has been on COVID vacation 
and is now raring to go again. We will meet as usu-
al in the Conference Room in the Puckett Bldg. 
Monday, September 13, 11:00. We welcome any-
one interested in knitting or crocheting the lovely 
prayer shawls. Don’t know how to knit or crochet? 
Maybe we can help. 
 

Church Tour on September 15 at 11:00. Sign up on 
the church website. 
 

Luncheon ($10) on September 15 after the tour. 
RSVP on the church website. Everyone is invited to 
join us. 
 

Spaghetti Supper is on September 16 from 4:30 to 
7:00 in the Fellowship Hall. Choice of spaghetti or 
grilled chicken with vegetable, salad, bread, salad 
and drink for $8. RSVP online at tellicochurch.com. 
 

Music Ministry will have a Handbells Kickoff on 
September 14 at 2:30 and Chancel Choir Kickoff on 
September 15. Please contact Pastor John Orr for 
more information. 

Jerry & Lisa Noeth moved most recently from Fishers, 
Indiana. They are living in the Toqua area as they wait 
for their house to be built in Tanasi Hills. They close on 
it in September! Jerry and Lisa both love boating and 
have joined the Tellico Singers. They are looking for-
ward to choir starting here at church.  

Phil & Sharon Scott moved here from Woodhaven, 
Michigan. They live in the Tanasi neighborhood. Phil 
comes from a Lutheran background and Sharon grew 
up Catholic, but joined the Lutheran church too. They 
love to golf and are finding their empty calendars are 
quickly filling up! Phil is a former Marine. Sharon loves 
traveling and hopes they can go to Europe again soon.  

Steve & Cheri Tompkins relocated here from Naperville, 
Illinois. They come from a Presbyterian background. Cheri 
is an incredibly creative graphic designer who loves to 
quilt. You can often find her working at the Tellico Village 
Library. Steve loves to play guitar and pickleball. He is also 
a trained Stephen Minister. They live in the Chatuga Neigh-
borhood.  

NEW MEMBERS 



I just finished the memoir Faithful Presence by Bill Haslam. If the name sounds familiar it should. Haslam is the former mayor of 
Knoxville and served as the Republican Governor of Tennessee from 2011-2019. His central purpose in writing the book is to 
defend his claim, “people of faith can and should play a leading role in healing the wounds of this country.” His book begins by 
acknowledging the divisiveness and difficulties in our politics today. He then shares about his campaigns and his time in office. I 
really appreciated learning his thought process behind the decisions his administration made. At one time Haslam considered 
going to seminary and his lifelong faithfulness is evident in how he weaves scripture into his experiences. I’m still mulling over 
one paragraph in particular and I’ll share it will y’all as food for thought:  
 

“The idea is that Christians, people who understand truth and compassion, should be able to show the world how to maintain 
kindness while expressing deepest differences, and thus help heal the deep divide in our country, I realize this is a preposterous 
idea to many people, Christians and non-Christians alike. But Christians have been called to be people of truth and love at the 
same time, even if we have often been guilty of having one without the other.” 
 

In many ways I see this lived out in Community Church. Our differences are sometimes deep but we choose to unite to serve 
through Christ again and again. This is a good read for anyone interested in faith in public life, political memoirs, or wants to 
understand more about the recent political history of Tennessee.  
 

The Gifts of Imperfections by Dr. Brené Brown has been one of the more challenging reads of my summer. Dr. Brown is a li-
censed social worker and shame and vulnerability researcher who has sold millions of books. This book focuses on her research 
about wholehearted living and the ten guideposts she’s discovered in her research that allow folks to live authentically. It’s ac-
tually a short book (130ish pages) but the content is deep. I’ve been reading the book along with listening to her six-part pod-
cast series that has been working through the chapters this summer on Spotify. I really appreciate her pointing out “We cannot 
selectively numb emotions, when we numb the painful emotions, we also numb the positive emotions.”  
 

She also explores the problems of perfectionism and really defines at its core what it is. Perfectionism is other-focused and asks 
"What will they think?”. Perfection wants everything to be done perfectly to avoid shame, blame, or judgement. Instead, our 
goal should be healthy striving which asks "How can I improve?" This is a good read if you are interested in evidence based self-
help books or want to develop more robust practices of gratitude and authenticity. I do want to warn you, she speaks in a con-
versational manner with some colorful language in the book (and a bit more on the podcast).  
 

Happy reading! 
Pastor Jennifer 

Beginning on Sunday, September 12th Community Church will 
offer Adult Sunday School Classes at 9:00am and 10:30am 
taught by one of our Pastors. This fall we will be exploring the 
gospel of Luke. Luke is a powerful portrayal of surprising rever-
sals! Bring a Bible and be prepared for Jesus to challenge us all 
with a deeper understanding of the kingdom of God. Whether 
you just bought your first Bible, or you’ve been studying it for 
decades this class welcomes you! We will meet in Room 1A. 

Connecting Working Women  
Sunday, September 26th at 4:00pm 
At the home of Bonnie Ingraham  
For the address please contact the church office 
 

Working while living in a retirement community presents unique challenges! Join 
Pastor Jennifer for a time of guided discussion about the issues we encounter 
and ways we can support one another. Light refreshments will be provided. All 
women who work (part-time, full-time, in person, or remotely) are invited. For 
more information or to RSVP please call the church office.  



Church Calendar 

You can see an up to date calendar at our church website: 
tellicochurch.com/events 

$8/meal 

GIFT REGISTRY: Shawn and Olivia are registered at Target, Bed 
Bath & Beyond, Amazon, and The Knot 
 

For more about Shawn and Olivia, go to their wedding website: 
https://www.theknot.com/us/ 

olivia-sliwa-and-shawn-klein-dec-2021/our-story  

http://www.tellicochurch.com/events
https://www.theknot.com/us/olivia-sliwa-and-shawn-klein-dec-2021/our-story
https://www.theknot.com/us/olivia-sliwa-and-shawn-klein-dec-2021/our-story


SOCIAL EVENT 
SMOKIES 
BASEBALL 

A big thank you to all of the 
CCTV members who attended 
the Tennessee Smokies Game. 
It was a great time of fellow-
ship and we were able to sup-
port our own Tellico Voices as 
they sang the national anthem! 

Founder’s Chapel & Fireside Room 
 
Between August 23rd and August 27th of 2021, the Founder’s Chapel  
and Fireside Room flooring were completely replaced. This is the first 
time that this flooring had been changed since the chapel was built 
27 years ago. There are two primary features to the new flooring in 
the chapel. Beneath the pews is a new hard flooring that will help 
prevent stains and also allow for better sound control in the room. 
The rest of the flooring is a series of carpet tiles that have green un-
dertones to match the original stained glass in the space. Pictures 
below are during the removal of the old carpet and placing all the 
pews in the narthex area. Pictures to the right are showing the com-
pleted flooring. If you were in the 9:00 service on August 29th, you’ve 
already seen the new flooring, but if you haven’t, we would love for 
you to swing by the Founder’s Chapel sometime to check it out. We 
are incredibly excited with how the project turned out! 

Finished  Founder’s Chapel 

Fireside Room Completed 

Removal of Carpet Pews In Narthex 



Rewarding Volunteer Opportunity 
 

Now that the world is getting back to some form of normalcy, 
are you seeking a volunteer opportunity at CCTV? Can you 
find 2-3 hours a month to be an integral part of CCTV’s mis-
sion? Would you like to know more about amazing local non-
profits and the great work they do? Yes, yes, yes? The Mission 
Team is looking for new members. For more information go to 
tellicochurch.com/serve. 

Bus transportation is available for the 10:30 service from 
anywhere in the village. If you wish to ride the bus, please call 
the church office by 
Thursday of the week 
you wish to use the 
transportation.  
Please contact the 
church office if you 
are interested in be-
coming a bus driver. 

The Grief Box 
By Jeannine Wolf   (Adapted from John M. Grohol, Psy.D.)  
 

Grief strikes each person in a different way. When we lose someone we love, that loss 
can hit us hard, all at once. Or it might lie in wait until weeks or even months have passed 
before rearing its dark head. 

 

One of the things that might be difficult to understand is that for most people, the grief from a loss never leaves a person com-
pletely. The loss stays with most of us forever. It changes over time — it may start off as huge and overwhelming, but becomes 
smaller over time. 
 

Imagine your life is a box and the grief you feel is a ball inside of the box. In the beginning, when the loss is so fresh and new, 
the grief that many people feel is overwhelming and the grief ball is very large. It’s so large, in fact, that every time you move 
the box — moving through your everyday life — the grief ball can’t help but hit your life. 
 

The ball rattles around inside the box at random, hitting the box every time. This is how many people initially experience loss. 
You can’t control it and you can’t stop it. The pain just keeps coming pretty regularly, no matter what you do or how much 
others try and comfort you. The pain a person experiences may feel unrelenting and never-ending. 
 

You still go through life and the grief ball still rattles around inside the box. But because the ball has gotten smaller, it hits the 
box a little less often. You almost feel like you can go through most days without grief. But when it does hit, it can be com-
pletely random and unexpected. Like when you’re staring at the person’s name in your friend’s list, or come across their favor-
ite video or TV show. The grief still delivers the same amount of pain no matter how large or small the ball is. 
 

As time passes, the ball continues to shrink and with it, our grief for the loss experienced. 
 

Most people never forget the loss they experienced. But over time, the ball becomes so small that it rarely hits the box of our 
life. When it does, it is still as painful and hard to understand as it was the very first time we felt it. But the frequency of the 
hits decrease significantly. This gives a person more time in-between each hit, time used to recover and feel “normal” again. 
 

Time also allows our hearts to heal and to begin to remember the person as they were in life. 
 

Grief is never experienced the same way for any two people. But it helps to know that grief impacts most of us in a way where 
the pain is intense at the beginning, but the frequency (if not the intensity) of the pain lessens over time. Most of us walk 
through life, carrying our own box with a ball of grief inside of it. 
 

If your grief ball is hitting your life too much, you may want to get a Stephen Minister to help you. They will walk beside you as 
you navigate this new life. Call one of our Leaders today: 
 

Reach out to us online at tellicochurch.com/stephen-ministry 



FOOD DRIVE 
We are having a food drive for the Monroe 
County Good Shepherd Center. You may drop 
items off via a drive through on September 
30th from 11:00 to 1:00 at the CLC or bring on 
Sunday, October 3. Following is a list of items 

requested: 
Cake Mix w/Frosting or Pie Filling or Cookie Mix; Potatoes or 
Stuffing; Cranberry Sauce or Dried Fruit; Corn Muffin Mix; 
Gravy or Broth; Evaporated or Condensed Milk; Flour; Sugar; 
Jello or Pudding 

Cellphones 
Eyeglasses 
Hearing Aids 
Ink Cartridges 
Pill Bottles  ORANGE ONLY,  
   (clean, with labels removed) 

Plastic Caps and Lids 
Postage Stamps- canceled (leave 1/4” edge) 
Pull Tabs 
Toiletry Items (new/any size) 
Complete list available at the church website. 

Wishing Well Care and Share Ongoing Collections 

Helping Hands with Hygiene Program through the Family Resource Center for Loudon County Schools. New items include: 
body wash, bar soap, shampoo and conditioner (or combined), deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, bath scrubbies, skin 
lotion, hair styling products. 

Your help is appreciated in the following ways: 

• Please put your items in the appropriate basket. They are all labeled. There are 2 larger plastic bins in the 
open bin of the Wishing Well. The one on the courtyard side is for medicine bottles. The one on the sanctuary 
side is for caps and lids. 

• Please only donate the items that are requested. 

*There are some 3x5 cards in a stand on the top of the Wishing Well that list all of the collections on one side 
and the specifics for the cap and lid collection on the other side. Feel free to take one home with you as a 
reminder of what is acceptable.  

*Medicine bottles: Only the orange colored bottles with lids on them are being collected. 

• If you bring your items to church in a bag, please sort the items and place them in the appropriate basket. 

• Please only donate the items that are requested. NOTE: We no longer collect the Boxtops for Education or 
Campbell's labels/proofs. 

• For those people who pick up the donated items for one of the agencies, please try to clear out the basket(s) 
on a regular basis. If you are unable to do so, please ask someone to do it in your place. 

The Wishing Well Care and Share Collection Area is located under the grand staircase. 

Dear Community Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful altar 
flowers for my rehab. They are still fresh and 
blooming. They are a great inspiration for me 
to recover. God bless you, for you have 

blessed me. In Christ’s Name, Peg Tatum 
 

Paul and I want to thank you for all the kindnesses ex-
pressed to us during Paul's recent illnesses. We appreci-
ated the many delicious meals, loving notes and cards, 
phone calls and personal visits, and want you all to know 
that we truly felt surrounded by angels. And, thank you 
for your continuing support to me. 

With my love, Ruth Thornton 
 

The Benson family thanks you for the beautiful offering of 
homemade cookies and refreshments. Know it was a 
group effort and took your time. Know that it was appre-
ciated. Thank you all! Mary Lou Benson 

Please Help Us! 
The collection in the photo con-
tained bottles with and without 
lids; and loose lids - some that went 
with the bottles and others that did 
not.  
Pill bottles (AMBER color only) are 
to be turned in WITH LIDS ON THE 

BOTTLES. Please put other caps and lids in a separate bag. 
Put pull tabs in another bag. Place toiletries in a different 
bag, etc. Each item has a basket of its own on the Wishing 
Well. See the Wishing Well procedures below. 

$10,000 was raised for backpacks and 
school supplies for local children. Thank 
you all for your generosity. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+free+wishing+well&view=detailv2&&id=D6FDC5EBA0AEF1952DF70B23B465D5D8AAB6DC69&selectedIndex=9&ccid=XyQlU8hF&simid=608043056412035757&thid=OIP.M5f242553c845c6b9e29936aed476a936H0


Frankie Barger 
Ed & Deanna Ferry 

Jerry Benson 
Sarah Sculley 
Bob & Marcia Young 
Ned & Christina Miller 
Chota Landing Neighborhood 
Marjorie Brooks 
Jerry & Pat Nicely 
Mike Ruppert 
Ruth Scott 
Karen & Phil Burdine 
Bob Nelson 

Heather Boyes 
Ann McNeer 

Nancy Eident 
Brock & Nancy Benn 

John Harbrecht 
Barbara Tunnacliffe 

Ken Kofink 
Marjorie Brooks 
George & Shirley Whitson 

Jack McDivitt 
Terry & Carol Boyer 
Jim & Brenda Lawson 
Bob & Suzie Steege 
Bob & Luann Cherry 
Lloyd & Shari Fassett 
Ted & Peggy Lethen 

Susan Reynolds 
Kenneth Schnacke 

Willie Seeber 
Bill & Shauna Oden 

Molly Swaim 
Jan & Jim Elliott 

Forest Swift 
Marjorie Brooks 
Peggy Kahr 

Ethel Tatro 
Edward Tatro 

Paul Thornton 
Jan & Jim Elliott 
Bill & Shauna Oden 

Memorial Gifts Remembering... 

2021 Council Voting Members 

Shauna Oden 
Council Chair 

David Brunson 
Corp. Secretary 

& Trustee 
Team Leader 

Bonnie 
Ingraham 
Council  

Vice Chair 

Don Lucas 
Treasurer & 

Finance Team 
Leader 

Ann Smith 
Worship & 

Music Team 
Leader 

Lynne 
MacConnell 

Congregational 
Care Team 

Leader 

Madeline 
Greer 

Discipleship 
& Nurture 

Team Leader 

Chuck Martin 
Mission 

Team Leader 

Upcoming 2022 Stewardship Campaign 
 

The past year and half have certainly been a trying time. However, during this time, the Community Church at Tellico Village 
has come through beautifully and with great creativity. 
 

We hope you’ll join us in giving thanks to God for the leadership of our Church Council and their Teams, as well as our Pastoral 
Team. They have had to stay flexible as the COVID situation seems to change daily. All the while they have been keeping us 
safe, spiritually enriched, well connected and our outreach missions going. No church is more blessed in their lay and pastoral 
leadership than ours! 
 

Your financial support means more now than ever to keep this flexibility, creativity and faithfulness alive and thriving in the 
year to come. Our Stewardship Campaign will begin in October. During this time, we will seek to meet the challenges before us 
by gathering our pledges online, in person or through the mail, blessing them, and using them to continue God’s work. 
 

Before then, we hope you will ask God to help you discern your pledge for 2022. As you do, consider praying this prayer: 
 

Great one, for you the floods clap, for you the hills sing. You know my situation better than anyone. Take my credits and debits, 
ins and outs, my pluses and minuses, surplus and lacks, and show me how to use them to join the great chorus of Creation.       
Amen 
 

For all that we’ve already accomplished together during this challenging time, for all that we will accomplish together in the 
future, thank God, and thank YOU. Let us be “Together for Joy”.  

Peggy Welch, Finance Team Member 

Finance Facts 
Year-to-Date as of July 31, 2021 

 

 ACTUAL BUDGET 
Income $1,041,185 $1,069,958 
Expenses  $1,073,006 $1,093,264 
    (incl. mortgage principal) 
Net Income/(Loss) ($  31,821) ($   23,306) 
 

MORTGAGE PRINCIPAL INTEREST 
Year-to-Date $   116,869 $   68,232 
Mortgage Balance $2,615,122 



More About Our Church 

General Information 

Worship Services at 9:00 & 10:30. Child care is provided for the 10:30 service. The 10:30 worship service is streaming live every Sun-
day! Visit our website to watch Sunday’s service live. This allows you to worship with us no matter where you are! 

Want to Explore Membership? Please call the church office for details if you are interested. You may inquire about membership and 
other spiritual matters.  

Televised services are available on YouTube. Find the link at www.tellicochurch.com.  

Find us on Facebook:  facebook.com/tellicochurch 

Pastoral Care:  Please contact the church office for you pastoral care needs. 

130 Chota Center, Loudon, TN  37774 
General email – mail@tellicochurch.org  
Website – tellicochurch.com  
Facebook – facebook.com/tellicochurch 
Phone – 865.458.1516  

Please help us stay current! 
If you have changed your address, phone number, or email 
address and have not yet notified the church office, we 
request that you do so. Thank You! 

Staff 
Senior Pastor Steve Prevatte  
Pastor of Connections Devin Phillips 
Pastor of Worship and Music John Orr 
Associate Pastor Jennifer Brown 
Pastoral Resident Shawn Klein 
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Martin C. Singley, III 
Office Manager Pat Ouderkirk 
Director of Media Ministries Mark Powell 
Financial Assistant Cathy Bradley 
Receptionist/Secretary Candy Smith 
Facilities Manager Jeff McDaniel 
Kitchen Coordinator Nadine Mazienis 
Child Care Cynthia McMahan, Brittany Thompson 

Spiritual Support 

Church Office is open Monday-Thursday, 9-4 and Friday, 9-noon.  
 

Stay up to date,  
LIKE us on Facebook:  facebook.com/tellicochurch 
Need Prayer? Go to tellicochurch.com/prayer 
Give online at tellicochurch.com/give 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Every Monday at 7 p.m., lower CLC 
Women every Friday at 11:30 a.m.,  
lower CLC 

Al-Anon 
United Methodist Church—Loudon 
Every Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

Caregiver’s Support Group 
(Includes Alzheimer’s Support Group) 
2nd & 4th Tuesday of month at 1 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall 
Lynne MacConnell 

Grief Support Group 
Bob Kryter or Marce Strickland 

Guy to Guy 
Chuck Hitch 

Hospitalization Support 
Call the church office 

MS Support Group 
3rd Tuesday of month at 11 a.m.,  
lower CLC 
Patricia Garrett 

Parkinson’s Support Group 
1st Thursday of month at 1 p.m.,  
lower CLC 
Marian Smith 

Pastoral Counseling 
Pastor Steve Prevatte 

Prayer Chain 
Jan Elliott  

Prayer Shawls—Knitters & Crocheters 
2nd Monday of month at 11:00,  
Conference Room 
Jan Martin 

Stephen Ministry 
Jan Elliott 
Carolyn Page 
Jeannine Wolf 
 

For more information please  
contact the church office at  
865-458-1516. 

http://www.facebook.com/tellicochurch

